
Controversial and Social 
Issues in Photography



War Related



Civil War



Mathew Brady – Civil War



WWII



Iwo Jima Flag
Joe Roshethal, 1945
1945 Pulitzer Prize

Iconic WWII Photographs – Their Impact



The Image of Women in WWII

The Pin Up - Betty Grable 1942 
20th Century Fox



Vietnam



Reverend Quang Duk 1963
By Malcolm Browne AP - Vietnam 



The work of Horst Faas
Vietnam War Photographer



Saigon Execution
Eddie Adams, 1968
1969 Pulitzer Prize



Napalm Girl of Trangbang
Nick Ut, 1972
1973 Pulitzer Prize



Kent State Shootings/May 4, 1970/John P. Filo/Ohio



Vietnam Veterans Return to Home- Chilly 
Reception – How Photos Humanize Them

Home is the Hero 
Sal Veder, 1973
1974 Pulitzer Prize

A Face in the Crowd
Robin Hood, 1976
1977 Pulitzer Prize



Iraq War



Abu Ghraib Images, Iraq War
2003



Iraqi Girl – Parents just killed by 
US soldiers in mistaken identity 
incident
Chris Hondros 2005



Iraqi Boy 
Deanne Fitzmaurice
Pulitzer Prize Winner, 2005



Unrest/Protest



Works of Edward S. Curtis: Photographs of 
Native Americans

An Oasis in the Badlands-Red Hawk (Ogala
Sioux – Now called Dakota 
Tribe)/1905/Edward S. Curtis/plains of South 
Dakota



John Heartfield - the anti-Nazi



1968 Olympics: 

Mexico City Olympics/1968/Tommie Smith and John Carlos 
(USA), Peter Norman (Australia)

Photo by John Dominis



Vancouver Riot Kissing Couple
Richard Lam 2009



Elizabeth Eckford - Sept. 4, 1957 - School 
Segregation

Photo by Will Counts / AP



Work of W. Eugene Smith
Minamata – mercury exposure in Japan: 
photography’s ability to drawn attention to issue



Assassinations 



Burmingham 1963



Tiananmen Square, Beijing, China June 5, 1989
By Jeff Widener - AP
pro-democracy rally put down



Scandal/Ethics



Jill Greenberg 2012

Work of Jill Greenberg



Paparazzi



Thomas Hoepker Sept 11, 2001

Context Issues



“Kissing Nun”
Oliviero Toscani



Photography Debates



Is Photography Art? The debate

Pictorialists

• Henry Peach Robinson

Naturalists

• Peter Henry Emerson



Did the moon landing actually occur?



Marilyn Monroe as Photographic Icon

Marilyn Monroe 1954
By Matthew Zimmerman  / AP By Andy Warhol



Hoax Photos



The public’s ability to view military caskets 



The Photoshop Controversy as it relates to Beauty



Photograph as Symbolic



Jesse Owens 1936 Munich Olympics







Guerrillero Heroico
Che Guevara
1960
By Alberto Korda



Bernie Boston, 1967



Brandi Chastain 1999

Robert Beck, Sports Illustrated

World Cup Final



The Celebrity and the Photograph

By Mark Seliger
Marilyn Monroe 1954
By Matthew Zimmerman / AP



Photographs that promote social 
change and awareness



Lewis Hine – Child Labor



Jacob Riis 
How the Other Half Lives



Moon Photographed from the Moon
Birth of the Environmental Movement



Reverend Quang Duk 1963
By Malcolm Browne AP - Vietnam 



Homeless in the Winter series
Tom Gralish, 1985
1986 Pulitzer Prize

Photography of the Homeless



Boston Fire Balcony Collapse
Stanley Forman, 1975
1976 Pulitzer Prize



Triangle Shirtwaist Company Fire/1911/International Ladies’ 
Garment Workers Union



United Colors of Benetton



Pieta
United Colors of Benneton

United Colors of Benetton



United Colors of Benetton



United Colors of Benetton



Rwanda

Rwanda: Village of Death
Associated Press Coverage
Jacqueline Arzt, Javier Bauluz, Jean-Marc Bouju, 
Karsten Thielker
1995 Pulitzer Prize

Trek of Tears
Martha Rial 1997
1998 Pulitzer Prize



Cameras on Busing
Louisville Courier-Journal (Kentucky), 1975
1976 Pulitzer Prize 

Desegregation by Bussing Issue

Flag in the Plaza
Stanley Forman, 1976
1977 Pulitzer Prize



WPA – government sponsored photography: 
Dorothea Lange and others



Early Landscape Photographers Influence in 
Creating and Preserving National Parks and 
Wilderness

Timothy O’Sullivan Carlton Watkins Ansel Adams

(and others…)



The Role of the Photographer in 
the Midst of Conflict



The Vulture and the Baby
Kevin Carter, 1993
1994 Pulitzer Prize

Napalm Girl of Trangbang
Nick Ut, 1972
1973 Pulitzer Prize



Iconic Photographs of the Civil Rights Movement

The Greensboro Four / Feb. 2,1960
Photo by Jack Moebes / AP

James Meredith
June 6, 1966
Jack Thornell / AP



Iconic Photographs of the Civil Rights Movement

Selma March/1965
Photo by James H. KaralesRosa Parks/Feb. 22, 1956

Photo by Gene Herrick AP



KKK Child and African-American State Trooper

Photo by Todd 
Robertson, 1992



9/11

By Thomas E. Franklin

By 
Richard
Drew



Afghanistan and Women 

Photo by Steve McCurry


