
Tam Le 
12/4/17 

Period 4B 
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1. Title Page 
a. Purpose: Compare the motivations and meanings behind the artworks of Rene 

Magritte, Jerry Uelsmann, and Henry Peach Robinson 
2. Rene Magritte 

a. Biography 
b. Cultural context of Europe, more specifically Belgium in the 1920s 

i. What the surrealist movement was and why he participated in it 
3. The False Mirror (1928) by Rene Magritte 

a. “A mirror provides a mechanical reflection, but the eye is selective and 
subjective” - MOMA 

b. Imagery of the sky 
c. Formalist techniques 

4. Henry Peach Robinson 
a. Biography 
b. Cultural context of Europe, more specifically England in the 1850s 

i. Pictoralism and his role as a pioneering Pictoralist 
5. Fading Away (1858) by Henry Peach Robinson 

a. 5 separate negatives to create one photo 



b. Young woman dying of tuberculosis (or a broken heart) - The MET 
c. Realistic situation, although many criticized because it was “too painful” to 

capture on camera 
6. Jerry Uelsmann  

a. Biography 
b. Cultural context of the United States in the 20th century, more specifically the 

late ‘70s 
7. Untitled (1976) by Jerry Uelsmann 

a. Creates a dreamlike world with the juxtaposition of the room and the sky 
b. Being untitled doesn’t skew audience’s perception 
c. Notes that there is no specific meaning behind his pieces - 

https://www.digitalphotopro.com/profiles/jerry-uelsmann-the-alchemist/ 
8. The False Mirror vs. Fading Away 

a. Compare similarities and differences between the pieces 
i. Different mediums: one is film photography and one is actual painting 
ii. Different historical context makes meaning different 

9. The False Mirror vs. Untitled 
a. Compare similarities and differences between the pieces 

i. Different mediums: one is film photography and one is actual painting 
ii. Both have a surrealist vibe to them 

b. Different historical context makes meaning different 
10. Fading Away vs. Untitled 

a. Compare similarities and differences between the pieces 
i. Same mediums but different message 
ii. No specific message for Uelmann’s work although there may be one for 

Fading Away 
11. Conclusion 

a. All these artists use surrealist techniques in order to convey the various themes 
by captivating the audience with their unique art.  

https://www.digitalphotopro.com/profiles/jerry-uelsmann-the-alchemist/
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