
Photographic Composition 

Guidelines

• Simplicity

• Rule of Thirds

• Lines

• Balance

• Framing

• Avoid Mergers



“You don’t take a photo, you make it.”

Ansel Adams



Simplicity
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Rule of Thirds
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Notice when 

you watch 

movies and TV

Rule of Thirds 

is applied all 

the time



Lines
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Balance









Framing
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Avoid Mergers



Dave – stylish fiend







Guidelines not followed - ok 

sometimes–

Simple, strong subject matter




